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CONFIDENTIAL

22 May 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director, Economic Research
THROUGH t Chief, Indochina Bivilien

SURJECT t Enemy POW's in South mtm

1. A reading of MACV's Directive 381-46, Military Intelligence
Combined Screening of Detainees, corrects some misconeeptions I previously
passed on to you. All categories in our insurgency bese except Assault
Youth and the infrastructure are specifically considired.

2. "The gole responeibility forwﬁumining the status of paraoni
detained by US forces reste with the sentatives of the US forces (to
the Combined Tactical Screening Centers g

3. Attached are the criteria for classification and dispcsition of
detainees taken from 381-46. Note in particular the underlined portions.
Irregulars may be classed as POW's only 4f there is evidence that the
prisoner engaged in combat., All other Irregulars sre classed as {ivil
Defendants regardless of activity enguged in. The description of Irregulars
here and the fact that they are disposed of in the same way the infra-
structure is seems to support our view of them in the insurgency base.

4. Non-POW's who are suspected of being CD's are relsased to the
GVN. The CD's are the primary inhabitants of South Vietnamese jails.

5., Of further interest is a recent State cable concerning prisoner
liats and the like for Paris support. It seems US authorities keep few
less of elassification or detalning forces.

25X1
[ We know Irom this cable thet
TV has the data broken down by force as we requested.
I |
Chief
Bouth Vietnam Branch
Distribution:
Orig. & 1 - Addressee
1 - Chief, D/I«
1 - I/8V ’
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CRITERTA TOR CLASSIFICATION AND DISPOSITIOI OF DETAINERS
1. DURPOSE. To establish criteria for the classification of de-
tainees which will facilitate rapid, precise screening, and proper disposition
of detainces.

2., DITINITIONS,

a. Delainees. Persons who have been detained but whose final
status has not yet been determined. Such persons are entitled to humane
treatment in accordance with the provisions of the Geneva Conventions.

b. Classification. The systematic assignment of a detainee in
- either the PVW or Non-Prisoner of War cateomy

c. Prisoners of War. All detainees who qualify in accordance
with paragraph 4a, below. ' '

d. Non-Prisoners of War. All detainees who qualify inaccord-
ance with paragraph 4b, below. . '

3. CA'II' GORIES OF T’OACLS

a. Viet Cong (VC) Main Force (MT). Those VC military units
which are direcily subordinate to Central Office for South Vietnam (COSVN),
a Front, Viet Cong military region, or sub-region. Many of the VC units
contain NVA personnel.

b. . Viet Cong (VC) Local Force (LF).. . Those VC military units
which are directly subordinate to a provincial or chstrlct party committee and
which normally operate only within a specified VC province or district,

c. North Vietmrne°e Army (NVA) Unit, A unit formed, ’train'ed

~or primarily of North V1et1 wmese.

_and designated by North Vietnam as an NVA unit, and composed completely .’

d. Irregulars. Organized forces compOSDd of guerrilla, self-
__defense, and secret self- d'*fenue elements subordinate to villa age and hamlet
Ievel VC organizations. These forces perform a wide variety of missions

- —in support of VC actlvme._h and p_l*ox'lck a_training and mobilization base for

(1) Guerrillas. Full-time forces organized into squads and
platoons which do not necessarily remain in their home village or hamlet,
Typical missions for guerriilas include propaganda, pr o*ecuon of village
party committees, terrorist, and sabotage activ 1t1es

Annex A
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(2) Seli-Defense Force: A VC paramilitary structure re-
sponsible for the ¢efense of hamlefand village in VC conirolled areas. These
forces do not leave their home area, and they perform their duties on a part- .-
time basis. Duties consist of constructing fortifications, serving as hamlet
guards, and defending home areas.

(3) Secret Self-Defense Force. A clandestine VC organiza-
tion which performs the same general function in Government of Vietnam
(GVN) conirolled areas. Their operations involve mtelhoence collection, as
well as sabotage and propaganca activitices.

4, CLASSIFICATION OF DETAINEES,

a. Detainees will be classified PW'S when determmcd to be
qualified under one of the following cateoorleS' I : -

(1) A member of one of the units listed in paragraph 3a, b,
or ¢, above '

(2) A member 0f one of the units listed in paragraph 3d,
above, who is captured while actually engaging in combat or a belligerent
act under arms, other than an act of terrorism, sabotage, or spying. :

. ' : . !

(3) A member of one of the units listed in paragraph 3d, ;

above who admits of for whom there is proof of his having participated or
engaged in combat or a belligerent act under arms other thananact of ferror-

ism, saboiage, or spying.

b. Detainees will be classified as Non-Prisoners of War when
determined to be one of the following categories: -

.

1) Civil Defendants.
(1)

.,-4_.._,,.“‘

(a) A getainee who is not entitled to PW statu., but is
subject to trial by GVN for oifenses against GVN Iaw. oy

(b) A dx,tamae who is a member of one of the units listed |
in paraoraph 3d, above, and who was cdetained while not engaged in actual

combat or a belligerent act under arms, and there is no proof that the de-
talnee ever participated in actual combat or belligerent act under arms,

(c) _A detainee who is suspected of being a spy, - saboteur,

Page 2 of Annex A

or terrorist.

.
s
’




Av.t.\.\: V d/al vv LT UV

o . Approved For Release 2006/1 0/20 CIA RDP78T02095R000100010025 0.

(2) Returnces (1101 Chanlh)., All persons regardless of past
membership in any of the units listed in paragr aph 3, above, \"ho volum’truv
submit to GVNr control.

(3) Innocent Civilians.' Persons not members of any umt.,
l1sted in paragraph 3, above, and not suspected of being civil aefenc;a.nto.
I i ’ D

5. DISPOSITION OL Clu xSSTFIED DT"TAI'NELJS

a. Delainces who have been clasgsified will be processed as

follows: :
(1) 'US captwred PW's and those PW's turned over to the US ;

by FWMAT will be relained in US 1\/‘111tary channels until transierred to the = i

ARVN PW Camp. - L.

. (2) Non- Pl'loOX"‘I‘S of War who are suspected as c1v1] cmcn—
oanis will be released to the appropriate GVN civil author 1tles

(3) Non-Prisoners of War who qualify s returnees will be -
transferred to the appropriate Chieu Hoi Center.

(4) Non Prisoners of War determired to be innocent civil- :
ians will be released and returned to the place of capture. '

b. Responsibilities and procedures for evacuation and accounting

i:.'lor PW's are prescribed ia MACV Directive 190-3 and USARYV Regulation |
90-2. ‘
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DATE
.“TI}ANSM!'ITAL SLIP 22 May 68
TO:
Chief, D/I
ROOM NO. BUILDING
4=-G=43 Hdgrs.
REMARKS:
FROM:
25X1 I |Ch/1/sV
ROOM No. BUILDING EXTENSION
3-G-35 Hdqrs. | 25X1
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